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Pete Carroll

Pete Carroll and I have been good friends for 
the past 15 years. We first met at a Copeland 
Seniors meeting after Geneva Mabe invited me to 
have devotion and a photo presentation.

The Copeland Seniors meet at the Copeland 
Ruritan Building on the second Wednesday of every 
month at 10 a.m.

Pete and I had the opportunity to visit his broth-
er Bob on several occasions prior to his passing 
about 3 years ago at the age of 104. Pete is a vet-
eran of World War II, having served at the Battle of 
the Bulge. He is a charter member of the Copeland 
Ruritan Club (1962) and a member of the Copeland 
Masonic Lodge.

On Jan. 22, Pete celebrated his 99th birthday 
and was treated to a birthday party at 11 a.m. in 
Sue’s Diner in Dobson.

Pete’s friend Carol helped arrange the party, 
and I asked about their special relationship. Carol 
said, “I had some challenges when I was younger 
and I guess you could say Pete was the dad I never 
had. Pete told me he always wanted a daughter and 
maybe I’m the daughter he never had. Pete enjoys 
my company and I enjoy visiting with him.”

Jeff Combs, friend and avid WIFM listener, 
phoned after WIFM recognized Pete as the “Neigh-
bor of the Day,” a daily on-air tribute to people 
making a difference in the Yadkin Valley and a rec-
ognition program sponsored by Bojangles of Jones-
ville. Jeff said he had read about Pete in The Com-
municator for years and asked how he could meet 
Pete. Jeff arrived in Dobson with gift bag full of his 
mom Marie’s legendary gingerbread cookies. Their 
first meeting was a great moment for us all.

I also had the opportunity to attend Celebrating 
Agriculture at Fisher River Park in Dobson with Pete 
last September. This day, sponsored by the N.C. 
Cooperative Extension, is set aside to celebrate our 
agricultural heritage and to recognize our vast and 
varied ongoing farm initiatives. I estimate 300-400 
people attended this event, and Pete was by far the 
most popular person there.

I have never known Pete to say a disparaging 
word and I shall always treasure how many people 
came by to visit him. Happy birthday, Pete. I love 
you!

Hugh Chatham Urgent Care

On Sunday, January 25, we celebrated the 
Grand Opening of the state-of-the-art Hugh Cha-
tham Urgent Care facility at 546 Winston Road in 
Jonesville. More than 300 well-wishers attended the 
ribbon cutting and celebration.

This is a comprehensive healthcare facility 
equipped with x-ray and on-site lab to diagnose 
and treat common acute injuries and illnesses. It 
is staffed by experienced and trusted physicians, 
physician assistants, and nurse practitioners. 
Drivers needing a CDL can visit the facility driving 
18-wheelers, because the parking lot accommo-
dates huge rigs.

Urgent Care is open Monday through Friday 
from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday and Sunday 
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Hugh Chatham also serves us with Express Care 
at 1428 N. Bridge St. in Elkin.

Our Mount Airy Downtown

More than 100 interested friends recently at-
tended a meeting where we were given an overview 
of the activities of Mount Airy’s downtown business 
community.

Surrey Bank CEO Ted Ashby opened the session 
and Lizzie Morrison, Main Street Coordinator for 
Downtown Mount Airy Inc., facilitated the session. 
We met at McArthur’s on Main, 237 N. Main St., 
owned by Bill & Darlene McArthur, who treated us to 
scrumptious pizza offerings, fresh vegetables, dips 
and iced tea.

Information about current and upcoming events 
was presented by Mount Airy Downtown Inc., 
Downtown Business Association, Mount Airy Tour-
ism Development Authority/Visitor Center, Surry 
Arts Council, Mount Airy Museum of Regional His-
tory, Mount Airy Chamber of Commerce and the 
Mount Airy Redevelopment Commission.

Downtown Mount Airy continues to thrive and 
grow. In the last six months, we’ve received over 
$273,000 in private investment in the downtown 
district. It’s exciting to work with people and or-
ganizations who believe in the bright future of our 
Mount Airy downtown.
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Aunt Bea’s Superstar

Shortly after Christmas I stopped by Aunt Bea’s 
#1 on Highway 52 North in Mount Airy to pick up 
biscuits to recognize the staff at Merritt Supply 
and Mount Airy Saw and Mower on the corner of 
South Street and Independence Boulevard. The 
30,000-square-foot facility built by Colt Simmons 
Construction is Merritt’s new home after being on 
Rockford Street since 1959.

Entering the door, I was greeted by Vernell 
Coleman, Aunt Bea’s assistant manager, with a 
pleasant smile and, “Good morning. May I take 
your order?” Ms. Coleman gave me confidence and, 
without hesitation or question, she gave me my 
receipt and promised to quickly fill my order. As my 
order came out, Ms. Coleman volunteered adding 
napkins, mustard, honey and jelly to my bag of 20 
delicious biscuits and thanked me for choosing Aunt 
Bea’s. Co-owner Fred Jones says Ms. Coleman is a 

New Friend

I recently had the pleasure of meeting Colt 
Simmons, a most-successful contractor whose 
office is on Miller Road in Mount Airy. He started his 
company is 2005.

Colt Simmons Construction Co. recently built 
the Mount Airy City Park and Gazebo at the corner 
of Oak and Main streets and the 30,000-square-
foot Mount Airy Saw and Mower and Merritt 
Supply building at South Street and Independence 
Boulevard.

Over breakfast at Ocie’s Restaurant, Colt shared  
the challenges of being an entrepreneur, leader, 
engineer, building code complier, human resources 
and office manager.

Colt has surrounded himself with many 
wonderful role models and mentors. His team 
includes Rick Sowers, Keith Meredith, David and 
Locke Rowe, Jody Phillips, the late Bobby Harold, 
Mitch Williams, Ashley Joyce, Sam Simmons and 
Dick, Sarah and Brady Johnson.

Colt every day organizes numerous 
subcontractors, material suppliers, insurance and 
bond providers. A successful builder such as Colt 
Simmons must pull together contributors who do 
what they say they’ll do, on time every time, with 
the best quality, value and service.

Aunt Bea’s #5: The Place To Meet

At 642 W. Key St. in Pilot Mountain, N.C., is the 
very successful Aunt Bea’s Restaurant #5. Led by 
manager Lance Knight, it’s a favorite destination for 
southern cuisine and 24 flavors of hard- and soft-
serve ice cream. Passing by on a recent Saturday 
afternoon, I counted more than 30 cars in the 
parking lot. 

The restaurant opens at 6 a.m., closes at 
10 p.m., loves to cater, and has a drive-through 
window and a downstairs banquet room seating 
50. Its most-popular food items are hot dogs, 
BBQ, breakfast plates and sausage-and-gravy 
biscuits. Entering the restaurant, one is met with 
huge smiles and a pleasant “How may we help 
you?” Aunt Bea’s also supports local schools and 
churches, nonprofits and youth groups.

When meeting friends for breakfast, we get 
together at Aunt Bea’s. Lance always visits tables 
and solicits suggestions to enhance the restaurant.

We salute the awesome Aunt Bea’s team. Those 
who honorably serve are:

Donna J. Goins Lance P. Knight
Ricky L. Quesenberry Marlena M. Draughon
Kenny G. Stone April R. Morgan
Nicholas B. Gurley Elizabeth A. Bottoms
Edgar E. McBride Joyce L. Gravely
Linda A. Spencer Kimberly A. Wright
Frances W. Nichols Anna L. Gosnell
Ashley M. Edmonds Timothy D. Kiger
Kaitlyn J. Boggess Calyn H. Draughn
Tyler R. Baker Rebecca J. Kiger
Gatlin S. Hale Ashleigh E. Tilley
Vanessa M. Ibarra Priscilla G. Gosnell
Julie A. Collins Christopher T. Brooks
Tony V. Speaks Kristen B. Cummings

The Names Change
John Bailey of Jamestown, N.C., is a retired 

educator and also retired from the Marine Corps 
Reserve. We met at Guilford College in 1961, and 
I’ve sent him The Communicator for many years.

 “It is a publication that writes positive 
information and says good things about good 
people,” John wrote in his Christmas card to us. 
“Even though I don’t know most of the people, 
after reading about them I’m inspired to be a better 
person.”

John’s sharing absolutely defines the goal of our 
efforts: to celebrate the good names and deeds of 
those living lives of servanthood.

bonafide superstar who has honorably served Aunt 
Bea’s for over 30 years.

“She’s the face, heart and soul of our company,” 
he said. “When we reflect on our success, it starts 
out with Vernell Coleman. She’s our role model 
awesome leader and most reliable contributor. Her 
servant’s heart always shows and glows. Every 
great company has a Vernell.”

On the occasion of Merritt Supply’s opening in 
its new Mount Airy home, I delivered breakfast to 
its staff. As I entered Merritt Supply with my still-
warm biscuits, several employees said, “The first 
day in our new building with biscuits from Aunt 
Bea’s. What a great way to start.” 
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The Diamonts of Pilot Mountain

David and Hyacinth Diamont and their sons 
David, Ronnie and Donnie came to bless our area in 
1954. What wonderful contributions they’ve made 
and continue to make.

At Pilot Mountain High School, father David 
taught and coached all sports. In those days, 
teacher/coaches were paid for nine months and 
would supplement their income with summer jobs. 
Several summers in the 1950s, Coach Diamont was 
a staff coach at Camp 
Play-Mor at Windy Hill 
Beach in South Carolina 
and Mrs. Hyacinth 
Diamont served the 
camp’s cafeteria. I was a 
football camper there in 
1959.

Coach David Jr. 
graduated from East 
Surry High School and 
Wake Forest University 
and earned a master’s 
degree from Appalachian 
State University. He’s 
dedicated 46 years 
to teaching civics and 
coaching football and 
continues to love every 
minute of the journey. 
Coach recently shared 
that he enjoys seeing 
young men choosing to 
become team players by giving up me for we.

David credits his coaching staff, families, school 
administrators and community with enhancing his 
success. His teams have won 260 games.

David also served in the N.C. House of 
Representatives for 20 years, rose to co-chair the 
House Ways and Means Committee and is credited 
with securing $750,000 in funding for our Pilot 
Mountain Armfield Recreation Center.

His wife, Debby Severs Diamont, enjoys a stellar 
career as a choral and drama teacher at North 
Surry High School.

David and Debby have three children: David, 
Hunter and Ashley.

A.J. Carr Is Revered

A.J. Carr is one of America’s most admired and 
respected college sports writers and journalists. We 
were classmates at Guilford College and he starred 
at the Raleigh News & Observer for 43 years.

A.J. became known for his ability to 
communicate the action of sports in ways that 
every reader understands.

He says David Thompson is the best college 
player ever and A.J. stuck with Coach Krzyzewski 
for years when he was 38-47. A.J. said, “Gary, did 
you know that, under Wake Forest Coach Dave 
Odom, Wake beat Duke nine straight times?”

A.J. was inducted into the North Carolina Sports 
Hall of Fame in 2014. A.J. grew up in Wallace, N.C.; 
met his wife Nancy in 1967; has two sons and five 
grandchildren; and has lived in Raleigh since 1966.

To say people are drawn to A.J.’s professionalism 
and reporter’s acumen is a gross understatement. 
When sports people gather, the largest congregation 
will have A.J. at its apex. His smile, congenial 
demeanor, kindness and expressions of fairness and 
the truth endear aspirants to seek his presence. A 
session in A.J.’s vicinity is truly a blessing and joy.

Driving home from Goldsboro, A.J.’s special 
touch fills me with gratitude and fond memories. 
The recipients of his grace truly experience the A.J. 
way!

Kangaroo Express Store #927

Leaving Goldsboro on a dark evening around 
9 p.m. and seeing my fuel gauge near empty, 
I noticed a friendly Kangaroo Express store on 
Highway 70 West. After starting my fuel purchase, 
my craving for a bag of Doritos and a Diet Dr. 
Pepper drew me into the well-lit store. I was 
greeted by a smiling Connie who said, “Welcome 
to Kangaroo.” I quickly found the chips and Connie 
directed me to my favorite soda. I also started 
my search for a new Lance cashew product and 
asked for its whereabouts and Connie led me to 
the package. After I paid for the purchase, Connie 
asked, “Would you like a straw for your soda?” 
I accepted her offer and thanked her for my 
wonderful experience.

That’s the way it is with true servants – always 
searching for another way to give.

I mentioned that her company CEO Dennis 
Hatchell and I were friends and that I would 
mention her fantastic service. She smiled, thanked 
me and added, “My eight-year anniversary is soon, 
and I’m grateful to be with Kangaroo. My company 
is good to me and I give my best.”

Connie’s servant’s heart sends a warm, 
encouraging message. Way to go, Connie and 
Kangaroo #927.

Amazing 
Game

Coach Dave 
Diamont’s East Surry 
Cardinals’ amazing 
come-from-behind 
28-23 victory over 
arch-rival Mount Airy 
High’s Granite Bears 
in the final regular-
season contest last 
year will forever 
be one of the best 
games of my 56 
years of playing and 
watching high school 
sports. It was picture-
perfect.

Wisdom Prevails
1. A promise made is a debt unpaid.
2. We become the friends we choose.
3. Choose a career we love to do.
4. Our reputation arrives before we do.
5. Leaders are made, not born.
6. In giving we receive.
7. Listen more, speak less.
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Austin “Red” Ward

I was privileged to attend Austin “Red” Ward’s 
funeral at Haymore Memorial Baptist Church. I had 
appreciated his credible life since meeting him at a 
Flat Rock Ruritan meeting in the late 1980s. He was 
my friend Brenda Dalton’s step-father.

Eulogist David McPeak was exceptional. We 
learned that Red was a decorated World War II 
paratrooper who made 50 jumps in Europe. The 
Rev. David Sparks quoted this in his tribute:

Others
By Charles D. Meigs

Lord, help me live from day to day
In such a self-forgetful way,
That even when I kneel to pray,
My prayers shall be for Others.

Help me in all the work I do
To ever be sincere and true,
And know that all I’d do for you
Must needs be done for Others.

Let “Self” be crucified and slain,
And buried deep; and all in vain
May efforts be to rise again,
Unless to live for Others.

And when my work on earth is done,
And my new work in Heaven’s begun,
May I forget the crown I’ve won
While thinking still of Others.

Chorus:
Others, Lord, yes others,
Let this my motto be:
Help me to live for others,
That I may live like Thee.

This was Red’s favorite song:

I’ll Be Seeing You
I’ll be seeing you
In all the old familiar places
That this heart of mine embraces
All day through.

In the small cafe, the park across the way,
The children’s carousel,
The chestnut trees, the wishing well,
And I’ll be seeing you.

In every lovely summer’s day
And everything that’s light and gray
I’ll always think of you that way.

I’ll find you in the morning sun
And when the night is new
I’ll be looking at the moon,
But I’ll be seeing you.
Music by Sammy Fain, lyrics by Irving Kahal. © Universal 

Music Publishing Inc.

Bill Beck

We regret Bill Beck’s recent passing, 
but celebrate his warmth, endearing smile, 
encouragement, mentoring, family values and 
competitive spirit and friendship. His life first 
honored God, wife Ruth, son Ted and his 33-year 
career serving Quality Oil in North Carolina.

At the pinnacle of his career Quality Oil was 
the largest and most-respected Shell Oil jobber 
in America, and Bill was its recognized leader, 
benefactor and champion of all who honorably 
served the flagship company. Always a vigorous 
competitor, his intensity and devotion predicted his 
company would prevail.

Seeing Bill made us feel appreciated, and 
inspired us to reach higher and stretch longer. As 
a humanitarian he championed the underdog, the 
meek and striving. He was truly a person for all 
seasons and was always at ease at home. We were 
drawn to his praise, kindness and acceptance. He 
came to us where we were and never with disdain 
or arrogance or pomposity.

Bill Beck loved this passage by Lloyd Shearer:
“Resolve to be tender with the young, compas-

sionate with the aged, sympathetic with the striving 
and tolerant with the weak and wrong. Sometime in 
your life, you will have been all of these.”

Those Close

My Sela Bible-study tablemate Jack Gentry 
every morning at 6:30 gifts me a meaningful 
message that inspires and lifts my spirit. On Jan. 
16 he said, “On the Elkin City School Board I was 
blessed by several close friends whose blessings 
matter to this day.” He paused and then said, “Just 
think about the contributions of Fred Eidson, Eldon 
Parks, J.L. Lowe and Murphy Osborne.”

Each benefactor is worthy of countless acclaim. 
Fred Eidson is a business icon, Hugh Chatham 
Memorial Hospital trustee and community servant. 
The late Eldon Parks was a dentist, public servant 
and developer. J.L. Lowe was a Chatham Mfg. 
executive, city commissioner and HCMH trustee. 
Murphy Osbourne was a cabinet member at High 
Point University.

Jack Gentry honorably serves our area’s Tri-
County Outreach and the Elkin Valley Baptist 
Church; is a notable Bible scholar, Marine Corps 
veteran and industry leader; and is a renowned 
encourager, my Barnabas role model and one who 
during each and every study session mentions the 
unique attributes of good people.

As Tom York offered during our Father & Son 
discussion, “We become the friends we choose. 
Please surround yourself with quality people. They 
make us who we are.” 
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Christmas Delight

First Baptist Church of Pilot Mountain’s devoted 
member Willie Chambers sang “Mary Did You 
Know?” at an 11 a.m. service. Willie supported 
his beautiful voice with a trusted J-45 Gibson flat 
top guitar. What a wonderful gift Willie gave to the 
season. He joined a long list of musicians from 
different genres who covered “Mary Did You Know?” 
in their own style, among them gospel singer 
Vickie Winans, country music’s Kenny Rogers and 
Wynonna Judd, pop singer Clay Aiken, R&B artist 
CeeLo Green and a cappella group Pentatonix.

New listeners seem to “discover” the song each 
year even though it’s been around for nearly 25 
years. Here are its lyrics:

Mary Did You Know?
Mary did you know that your baby boy 
Will one day walk on water? 
Mary did you know that your baby boy 
Will save our sons and daughters?
Did you know that your baby boy 
Has come to make you new? 
This child that you’ve delivered 
Will soon deliver you.
Mary, did you know that your baby boy 
Will give sight to a blind man? 
Mary, did you know that your baby boy 
Will calm a storm with his hand?
Did you know that your baby boy 
Has walked where angels trod? 
And when you kiss your little baby 
You’ve kissed the face of God.
Oh, Mary did you know, ooh...
The blind will see, the deaf will hear, 
The dead will live again.
The lame will leap, the dumb will speak, 
The praises of the lamb.
Mary did you know that your baby boy 
Is Lord of all creation? 
Mary did you know that your baby boy 
Will one day rule the nations?
Did you know that your Baby Boy 
Is Heaven’s perfect Lamb? 
This sleeping child you’re holding 
Is the great I am.
Written by Mark Lowry and Buddy Greene, © Warner/

Chappell Music Inc.

Christmas Chat

Every Christmas Day since 2002, Charlotte and 
I have gone to Doug, Crystal, Travis and Savannah’s 
home at 6:30 a.m. to see what Santa Claus brought 
and to exchange presents.

Doug’s Mom and Dad, Papa Don and Grama 
Jane, also come up from Greenville, S.C.

After exchanging and opening gifts, we enjoy a 
wonderful breakfast and family fellowship.

At mid-morning this year we had a meaningful 
chat about Doug and Crystal’s youth in Fenton, 
Michigan. Grama Jane shared that Doug had jobs 
mowing yards and shoveling snow when he was 9 
years old. That great work ethic continues to this 
day and I know he has never missed a day’s work 
at Triad Freightliner in Greensboro in 16 years. 
When Doug and Crystal were dating, he was a 
favorite of her parents because of his willingness to 
help with chores, especially getting up hay bales in 
the spring and summer.

Crystal and Doug have a wonderful marriage 
and are model parents. They tackle challenging 
home repairs and renovations, never miss Travis 
and Savannah’s school events and complement 
each other in cost-saving shopping and searching 
out bargains. Doug was the first kid on the block to 
have a savings and checking account. Way to go, 
Doug and Crystal, and thanks for Don, Jane and 
Charlotte’s thrift influence.

Ronald and Lib Boyles 
Tom and Marian York

Recently received a warm note from Lib Boyles 
whose late husband Ronald passed last year. Let me 
share a portion of her three pages:

1. She appreciates The Communicator, 
especially my tribute to my mother.

2. How she and Mom endured a Carolina football 
game in a driving rain storm.

3. While Ronald and Daddy played golf, she and 
Mom attended a luncheon and piano concert and 
tea at the Greenbriar Hotel.

4. The Sports Legend Night in White Plains 
honoring Ronald, Dad and Dr. Swanson Richards. 
After the ceremony, the Little League field lights 
were on to accommodate sports and youth. Peggy 
Brintle, Wayne Johnson, Jim York, Anne Fehring and 
Charlotte York were thanked.

5. Ronald’s selection to the Surry County and 
Mount Airy Sports Halls of Fame was highlighted.

6. Charlotte’s beautiful roses that adorned 
Ronald’s bulletin board at Northern Hospital Skilled 
Care Unit.

7. All notes from Lib and Ronald were proudly 
written on UNC stationery. (Way to go, Tar Heels!)

Behind the Scenes

Sarah Johnson and Beverly Perry, faithful 
members of Mount Airy Friends, quietly volunteer 
their time for a little-noticed chore. They turn 
the pew cushions every month. Each pew has 
two 2’x12’ fabric-covered foam cushions. Turning 
doubles the cushions’ life. Way to go!
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G&B Neibaur Family Farms

In January of 2013 I saw Grant Neibaur on a 
Stephen Covey 7-minute DVD called “The Law of 
the Harvest.” I was so moved that I found him at 
his home in American Falls, Idaho. We immediately 
bonded, we speak frequently and I’ve visited him 
for potato planting and harvest and for their wheat 
harvest.

The family farm includes 1,100 acres of pasture 
and 2,500 acres of wheat. All acres are irrigated 
with access to well aquifers and the Snake River. 
The potato yield is 6 million pounds and the wheat 
yield is 200,000 bushels annually. The growing 
season starts on April 10 and ends around Oct. 10.

A few weeks into our relationship, Mr. Grant 
shared his life and love for farming on our “People” 
feature on WIFM. We sent him several copies of 
the program recorded on CD and my desk copy 
is played weekly. A few weeks ago, Mr. Grant 
called to say son Doug was composing a DVD that 
incorporates our audio with still and motion pictures 
that reveal our conversation. It’s truly amazing, 
educational and inspiring.

Mr. Neibaur’s great-great-grandparents were 
Latter-Day Saints pioneers who traveled from 
Illinois to Utah in the late 1840s. Mr. Grant and 
Barbara moved to American Falls in Idaho from 
Washington in 1961. With their family they will start 
their 55th crop there in April.

A Servant’s Heart

A favorite Christmas gift was Charles Stanley’s 
CD series on “Servanthood.” I used several of his 
points in a service at Mount Airy Friends.

Dr. Stanley shared his requirements for true 
service that pleases God. Several keys are:

1. Be humble and meek.
2. Volunteer without being asked.
3. Never criticize those not serving.
4. Never compare our ministry.
5. Serve without expectation of return.
6. Be willing to be served.
7. Serve those who reject us.
8. We’ll be Blessed.

Several selfless servants we know are:

1. The late Hurley Simpson, teacher at White 
Plains School.

2. Ronnie Simpson, a 20-gallon blood donor.
3. Max and Jane Carter, teachers and 

grandparents.
4. Gene Garland, Sunday School teacher and 

deacon.
5. The late Scott Graham, city commissioner.
6. Chester Atkins, grandpa helper.
7. Jeannie Atkins, prayer shawl ministry.

The Four F’s

Randy Johnson received a DVD, “The Great 
American Wheat Harvest,” as a Christmas gift. 
It chronicles the annual trek of companies and 
families that contract harvesting wheat for growers 
from Texas north to Montana. I’ve watched my copy 
from start to finish five times.

Some are combined family operations, but 
three are huge operations that recruit workers from 
Europe and Australia. I was intrigued by how they 
deal with the uncontrollables: droughts and rain.

In a postlude roundtable reflection, a contractor 
said his dad instructed him to always live by 4 F’s:

1. Honor our faith.
2. Honor our friends.
3. Honor our family.
4. Honor our farming.
I highly recommend purchasing a copy and then 

sharing it with family and friends. Thanks, Randy!

Rees Clothing, 1967

Floyd Rees in 1946 opened his famous clothing 
store in Mount Airy.

In 1967, a family moved to Pilot Mountain 
and needed some new clothes for their teen-
aged sons. The mother visited Rees Clothing and, 
being a newcomer, she shared her family’s needs 
and status. After filling her order, Mr. Rees said, 
“Take these garments home and return those not 
to your liking.” Realizing that her family had not 
established credit, she said, “How about paying for 
the clothing?” to which Mr. Rees said, “We’ll work it 
out during your next visit.”

That was vintage Rees Clothing. Credit to 
creditable families was the hallmark of Rees 
Clothing then and now!

George Whitfield

We met George Whitfield in Goldsboro at 
his 43rd annual Baseball Clinic and Celebration 
of Achievement. As a high school, college and 
American Legion coach, his teams won 20 state 
championships and 945 games. He sees sports 
as an opportunity to be selfless, to answer a high 
calling and to put “we” before “me.”

George lost his mother at 18 months and his 
dad at 12 years. Amos Sexton, a coach in the 
Kinston, N.C., school, stepped forward to rescue 
George from despair.

College, high school and professional coaches 
gather to give 400 young men and their families 
a day to showcase their abilities and promote 
their futures. We salute, praise and congratulate 
George Whitfield for his benevolences and selfless 
dedication to leave a meaningful legacy.
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Jamaica Welcome Song

Dear friend, Sunday School teacher and 
missionary Mike Felts shared this lyrics’ advice: 
“Smile a while and give your face a rest, raise your 
hand to the one who loves us best, then shake 
hands with those nearby and greet them with a 
smile.” He also shared, “While singing this song, 
we go around and shake hands with others. I was 
singing this in a Jamaican church one Sunday and 
must not have been smiling because a Jamaican 
lady came up to me and said I needed to smile 
while singing this song.”

Mike and I are dedicated exercise buddies at 
the Armfield Center. I start at 5 a.m. and he flings 
open the door around 5:40 wearing a huge smile 
and kind words. Our sharing always includes his 
Pineville Christian Church children’s fourth-grade 
boys’ and girls’ Sunday School topic which he has 
been teaching for 31 years, the church’s foreign 
missionaries’ work and the Franklin Graham 
Shoebox Ministry for Christmas. He also shares 
his love for AT&T and his years of dedication to its 
causes.

Yadkin Chamber of Commerce

Executive Director Bobby Todd and his 
outstanding assistant Jamie Johnston lead a most 
credible chamber of commerce based in Yadkinville. 
Bobby has been leading the chamber for 22 years 
and Jamie joined him in 1999. Among many 
wonderful attributes is an every-fourth Tuesday 
Investor Luncheon, arguably our area’s most 
outstanding economic-development gathering. The 
free lunch and networking opportunity is attended 
by over 100 aspiring civic, business and community 
leaders.

On Jan. 15, Bobby drove to Columbus, Ohio, 
to promote our Yadkin Valley and the region at the 
AAA Tourism Expo. Over 5,000 potential visitors 
spoke to Bobby at our booth. Banners highlighted 
our wineries, rivers, arts council, hotels, schools, 
restaurants and good roads.

Barney Hall and NASCAR

True legend Barney Hall started his radio career 
at WIFM Radio in 1951 and joined NASCAR in 1969 
after receiving an invitation from Bill France Sr. to 
join his team at the Daytona 500.

Barney recalled that Mr. France fronted his gas 
expense.

Barney honorably served NASCAR and the 
Motor Racing Network for 54 years. His knowledge, 
appealing voice and driver relationships made him 
an all-time crowd favorite. Every contributor to 
motor racing will always see Barney as a friend and 
partner.

Over breakfast recently he shared his 
appreciation for David Pearson, Junior Johnson and 
Harry Gant.

Reflecting on his Yadkin Valley roots, Barney 
said, “In the middle of all meaningful happenings in 
my lifetime was Fred Norman. We could count on 
Fred to support good things and to encourage those 
doing the doing. He is our spirit and vision.”

Ararat Masonic Lodge #558

The Ararat Masonic Lodge was chartered in 
1908. Daron Atkins, North Surry High School 
teacher, Student Government Sponsor, certified 
volleyball official and WIFM Sports color 
commentator, became the lodge’s Grand Master 
on Jan. 10. His great-grandfather, Elzeven Atkins, 
joined the lodge in 1911 and a relative has been 
a member since. A brown-brimmed hat worn by 
the Master while conducting lodge business and 
ceremonies has been passed down by Elzeven 
through three generations of Aktinses. Daron 
became a Free Mason in 2010.

The Master of all Masonic Lodges is the ultimate 
leader. Masonry is a benevolent organization that 
builds character, appreciation and respect for all, 
and commitment to the relief of brother Master 
Masons, their widows and orphans. The highest 
honor in Masonry is to serve as Grand Master of 
one’s lodge. Congratulations, Daron!

The Things We Do

The late, great motivational guru Earl 
Nightingale would often say, “The things we do 
that we don’t have to do will determine where we 
are when it’s too late to do anything about it.” To 
mention a few, we will feel good about attending 
funerals and viewings. Families probably will not 
know if we come; however, they will know when we 
don’t come. Our late dear friend Eddie Bondurant 
would always alert me to the passing of a mutual 
acquaintance. A good habit to practice daily is to 
strive to live without regret. We’ll never regret 
honoring the bereaved; however, we’ll always regret 
not honoring those who’ve passed.

To The Point

A. Kindness colors the world with happiness.
B. Bill Beck’s infectious smile was enduring.
C. Ben Jackson’s love is totally unconditional.
D. Clinton Moseley (C.W.) was selfless and 

kind.
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